THE VISIT TO FRANCE, NOVEMBER, 1944

Then came a great event. I was thrilled when, at the front in.
Italy, I heard the news that Paris had risen, and I rejoiced with you
that Paris had been freed, freed from the Huns by the strong, bold
and vigorous effort of her people guided by many of the men and
women whom I see here at this moment. It was a great affair, and
the Leclerc Division, for the dispatching of which to France I had done
my utmost, was there. I could not prophesy what was going to
happen, but I did everything in rny power to have arrangements made
for the transport of that Division by sea and for its equipment with
heavy arms. And what a stroke of fortune that they should have
been brought here to Paris at the very moment when they could assist
the powerful and vigorous effort of the citizens themselves to liberate
this great and historic city!

Now most of France is free. Great battles are being joined. I well
understand that you wish to take as great a part as possible in the
line of battle, and it is essential that you should be helped as far as
possible by the Allies. In Italy your soldiers have already given proof
of their skill and have struck heavy blows against the Germans.
But it is here in France that you wish to be represented by the most
powerful force which can be raised and equipped. I assure you that
the war cannot be prolonged ; it may be that in six months' time the
desperate enemy will be beaten on the field, and that part of the need
for a line of modern divisions will have disappeared. Well, we will
do our best to enable everything possible to be done so that the forces
of France may be actively engaged against the enemy in the months
that remain to us in this frightful war.

But there are other battles to win. There are other works to
accomplish, and if in your courtesy you will allow me, at this moment
when you have arranged in rny honour a demonstration which I shall
remember to the last moment of my life, I will say these words to
you : Unity, unity, stability and solidarity 1

This is the moment when the whole might of the nation should be
directed to the foundation, on an unshakable basis, of the grandeur
and authority of the great French people. Happily, you have at your
head an incontestable leader, General de Gaulle. From time to time
I have had lively arguments with him about matters relating to this
difficult war, but I am absolutely sure that you ought to rally round
your leader and do your utmost to make France united and indivisible.
This is the moment to forget many things, to remember great things,
and it is the moment when France should take her place with the other
great Powers and march with them, not only to sweep the Prussians
from her territory, not only to tear their name from the book of honour,
not only to arrange matters as they must be arranged if we are to be
saved from a repetition of the horror which we have twice suffered in